
WAKE UP SUSI - a plea to all TDs and Public Representative 

 

You may be aware of our 'Wake Up SUSI' campaign which has now over 1,700 signed 
petitions. This discrimination affects up to 300 degree students attending third-level in this 
country. 

We represent a number of third-level students from low income families; including those on 
disability benefits who feel discriminated against in relation to our lack of access to SUSI 
grant funds. 

We chose to apply on the State approved CAO, for a State approved QQI degree, at a State 
recognised institution. Our cohort is attending respected and long established colleges like 
Dublin Business School, Griffith College Dublin Cork and Limerick, Irish College of Humanities 
and Applied Sciences etc.  We are being discriminated against as we are unable to access 
SUSI funding which we would be entitled to if we were attending other non-state owned 
and reputable third-level institutions. 

We are genuine, ambitious college students who come from middle to low income families, 
some with disabilities, who want to improve ourselves and do our best. We are convinced 
we have each chosen the right degree courses and we have the full support of our parents.  
What really upsets us is that our families have to borrow from Credit Unions and request 
support from St. Vincent de Paul because the best State approved course for us is with a 
private college.  We are from most counties in Ireland, some of us with two and three hour 
lengthy weekly commutes to college. 

Not only do our fellow students in other private and public sector colleges get their fees 
paid, but they also get maintenance grants to cover their costs of studying away from home. 
All we want is equity and fairness for all learners in higher education in this country.  

SUSI grants should be paid to all QQI degree students at all approved institutions. 

 

Pierce Connolly, Journalism Degree Student at Griffith College, SCrd  Dublin 8 – Chair, Wake 
Up SUSI Campaign    

Kim Jennings, Psychology Degree Student at Dublin Business School, Aungier Street Dublin 8   

Martin Byrnes, Counselling Degree Student at Irish College of Humanities and Applied 
Sciences.   

 

 


